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The World Health Organization estimate that 285 million people are visually impaired worldwide and that 90% of those people live in low-income settings. The most affected areas are in south and east Asia and parts of sub-Saharan Africa. Because the global population is living longer, the burden of blindness will continue to increase. The number of blind people worldwide is expected to triple by 2050. There is an extraordinary backlog of cataract cases in the developing world that new and experienced surgeons can help address. Surgeons who are interested in international outreach can work with organizations such as Surgical Eye Expeditions International to identify opportunities. It is important for a surgeon to have a clear understanding of the expectations of the site, the country’s culture, and the patients’ customs to have a successful and educational experience.
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