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ABSTRACT 
Background 
Eye removal is a therapeutic modality to treat life threatening ocular diseases. It aims at saving lives rather than improving vision. However, eye removal surgery causes physical, socioeconomic and psychological effects such as shame, loneliness, sadness, insecurities, fear and regrets.
Aim of this study was to determine Indications and Perceptions towards eye removal surgeries among adult patients and parents/guardians at MNH.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Methodology: A descriptive hospital based Cross sectional study was done from June to December 2017, which employed both quantitative and qualitative methods. A total of 112 participants were recruited and two Focused group discussions and in-depth interviews were conducted. A non-probability consecutive and purposive sampling was used to obtain participants, a questionnaire was used to collect data and verbatim interviews were analyzed into themes. 
Results: 112 participated in the study and the mean age was 46.2 and 32 for adult patients and parents/guardians respectively. Patients who underwent eye removal surgery were 112, 50 children and 62 adults. Tumors (58%) in children and Trauma (32.3%) in adults were common indications. Overall proportion of participants with positive and negative perceptions were 63.4% and 36.6% respectively. Four main themes were identified; community and family perception, reasons for eye removal, emotional responses and challenges after eye removal surgery.
Conclusion: Tumors and trauma were commonest indications. Social Stigma and cosmesis concerns contributed to negative perceptions among participants. Eye health education among the community and primary health care providers should be emphasized to encourage health-seeking behavior and early referrals. Also Availability and provision of eye prosthesis to improve cosmesis and reduce stigma.
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