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Abstract

This is a case of a 28 year old dissociated patient in Psychoanalytic psychotherapy in India with a history of child sexual abuse. The paper seeks to illustrate the challenges of treatment with a patient who unconsciously evokes deadness, amnesia, an intense negative therapeutic reaction. In cultures like India, where family and the community tend to be considered sacred, how does the sexual abuse of a young girl threaten to destabilize the image of the family as a safe collective? Typically one sees an amnesia, promiscuity, psychosomatic symptoms defining dissociation but can countertransferential responses be a diagnostic indicator? The paper illustrates the deadness, disinterest and disbelief of the therapist as powerful tools to recovery. Using works of bion, dimen, Eigen and winnicott, the author attempts to re-establish the sanctity of relationships with significant others on treatment of dissociated patients, especially women.
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