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Abstract
Objective: Estimate the prevalence and forms of mental health services in Egypt and to provide a baseline for monitoring the change in these services. 
.
Methods:  The World Health Organization Assessment Instrument for Mental Health Systems (WHO-AIMS) was used to collect information on the mental health system in Egypt.
Results: In 2004, 2% of the governmental health expenditure was directed towards mental health. The majority of mental health funding is directed towards mental hospitals (59%). At least 80% of the population has free access to essential psychotropic medicines. There are 62 outpatient mental health facilities available in the country, include services for children and adolescents. The Majority of beds in the country are provided by mental hospitals (9.12 beds per 100,000 population), followed by forensic units (1.04 beds per 100,000 population), and community-based inpatient psychiatric units (0.94 beds per 100,000 population).
Conclusion::There is a disproportionate distribution of mental health facilities and services between urban and rural areas, as they are more prevalent in urban areas (especially in large cities) than in rural areas. There is a deficiency of community and preventive mental health services all over the country.
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