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In medico legal cases the evaluation of inflicted injuries, the type of injuries and the force needed to inflict them may all play an important part. In cases of cranial trauma neuropathological examination of the central nervous system, mainly the brain, adds valuable information to the case. Particularly in cases of physical child abuse brain, eye and skeletal lesions often hallmark the inflicted trauma. Often the examination of the brain is performed by clinical neuropathologists, who may have a limited experience with these cases. The knowledge of not only the protocols but also the microscopic findings and particularly the pitfalls in the interpretation thereof is important. Last but not least the age estimation of the lesions often plays an important role in the judicial proceedings. 

The lecture shall provide literature-based guidelines on the sampling of the brain, the interpretation of the lesions, including the differential diagnosis and discuss the age estimation of subdural hematoma’s and brain contusions. The emphasis will be on infant brain trauma, however, the same rules apply to adult cases as well.
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