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        Diabetic Retinopathy (DR) is the most common cause of visual loss in the United States among patients with Type II Diabetes Mellitus (T2DM) and the leading cause of blindness globally.  However, the highest risks are found in the African American, Hispanic and American Indian populations.  The National cost of DR is $500 million annually. The Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) scholarly project (SP) was implemented and research from an evidenced based program (EBP) guided the process and was theory-based for the community health promotion project to promote early detection of DR to include (T2DM) patients between the ages of 20 to 74 using community church settings.  The purpose of the SP was to provide education for (T2DM) patients to increase dilated retinal eye exams as the SP was developed into an Evidenced Based Program using a community health promotion theory.  
        The study measured participant knowledge and awareness in order to increase annual dilated retinal exams among (T2DM) patients. The method used to implement the  SP was the Plan, Do, Study, Act (PDSA) framework.  Members were recruited by radio, flyers to businesses, church announcements and an opportunity to hand out flyers at a multi-racial church food give away project. The project increased awareness, empowered patients to have preventive screenings and encouraged prevention. Patients with (T2DM) and families were educated on early screening for diabetic dilated retinal exam, the increased risk and threat to vision, complications and the importance of early detection and treatment to prolong vision.  The educational instrument aided in identifying  patients at risk of developing DR in the community to increase knowledge and awareness. The curriculum stressed yearly dilated eye exams and the need to increase their own awareness of DR. Results suggested the community SP showed measureable improvement and clinical significance in achieving knowledge and awareness of early detection of DR. Implications in the future to reduce cost of care and further research to advance community research on DR to address barriers.
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