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Background and objectives: The epidemiology of communicable diseases has undergone rapid changes given the emergence and re-emergence of certain diseases internationally, such as in Tunisia. The aim of this work was to describe the epidemiological profile of communicable diseases over a 20-year period.
Methods:
This was a retrospective cohort study. Data collection was done by the epidemiological surveillance system. Data capture and analysis was done by the SPSS 22 software.
Main Results: During the study period, the incidence of tuberculosis decreased significantly between 1995 and 2003 and increased from 19,7/100000 to 29/100000 inhabitant between 2008 and 2017. The incidence of meningitis did not change significantly. The incidence of hepatitis, all forms combined, has decreased since 2000. The incidence rate of typhoid fever has been stable at an average of 0.88 per 100000 population since 1997. The brucellosis’s incidence has not been marked by significant variation since 1995. A stable incidence of cutaneous leishmaniasis was observed during the study period with an average of 23.69/100000 inhabitants. For the incidence of visceral leishmaniasis, it increased significantly between 2013 and 2015 (p < 10-3).
Conclusion & Recommendations: Tunisia is called upon to promote its system of epidemiological surveillance and its capacity to fight communicable diseases, particularly emerging ones. Its main surveillance system, the notifiable disease system, with significant underreporting, needs to be updated and strengthened.

