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Abstract
Background: Leprosy is a chronic disease caused by a slow multiplying bacillus. Leprosy is one of the most stigmatized diseases known till now. Leprosy patients faces different types of stigma, such as rejection, abuse, divorce, or loss of employment, leading to reduced self-esteem and loss of respect from their communities. Interpersonal relationships, social status, mobility, and dignity suffer and may cause anxiety, depression, emotional stress, isolation, and suicide or attempted suicide. 
Methods: The aim of the present study was to explore leprosy related stigma among adult living close to Anandaban leprosy hospital Qualitative study was be done to explore stigma towards leprosy among adult. Data were analyzed using Atlas.ti software. 
Results: Findings from this study revealed that stigma regarding leprosy was considerably decreasing among people. However, deformity of organs was found to be one of the major contributing factors for stigma. Also, people did not want to reveal about leprosy because of the fear of discrimination and stigma. Stigma and discrimination related to marriage, job and food offerings were found to be prevalent depending upon the physical appearance of the leprosy patient. 
Conclusion: In conclusion, the results of this study show that the negative attitude towards leprosy are  prevalent even in urban settings where leprosy treatment center has been providing the treatment and rehabilitation to affected persons. 
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