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Introduction 

This paper is an attempt to assess the  status of diseases due to water pollution, and policy response to diseases in India. Water related diseases due to biological contamination is divided into 4 categories: 1) Water borne diseases, 2) Water washed diseases, 3) water based diseases, and 4) water related vector borne diseases. In addition water related diseases also include health risks due to chemical contamination. Prevalence of two most prominant diseases in India  from each of the above mentioned categories are examined. A systematic review of  literature is carried out to understand the status of water related diseases in India and the government intervention. It was found that while India was able to contain the water washed and water based diseases it is currently reeling under diseases due to water borne and water related vector borne diseases . Water borne and water related vector borne diseases are widespread in the country. Similarly fluoride and arsenic contamination is rampant in India. While fluoride is seen in 17 states with endemicity in Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat, Arsenic pollution is endemic to seven states of gangetic delta. Yet, the solutions provided are almost always localised except for the implementation of Swachh Bharat Mission(SBM) which  improves  sanitation across the country. However, how much the SBM initiative can prevent the water borne diseases is undetermined due to the poor implementation. Not much has been done to address water related vector borne diseases and issues due to chemical contamination at the national level.   
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