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Plastic pollution is a global issue, affecting all the major water bodies on our planet earth from deep seas (sea-bottom) to the surface of the water bodies. It has negative impacts to the wildlife and their respective habitats, health and burden of coastal communities and maritime activities but also become an issue of public safety, considering the emerging concerns over ingestion of micro plastics by marine particle feeders. Some marine mammals get entangled and severely injured by the plastics which can even be proved by human observation. Marine mammals mistake their food from the plastics which at the end can affect human health as it enters the food chain. The study focused on assessing the knowledge gap on how people perception, behavior and levels of understanding are on the environmental and health effects of plastic wastes. A significant correlation was observed between people’s perception, behaviors on handling plastics and the extent of plastic pollution to the marine environment, and it implied that peoples behavior in handling plastics has a great impact on polluting our environment, affecting the marine ecosystems which at the end affecting our health. Measures within a strategy to close the largest loopholes in the plastic packaging cycle should target plastic bottles and plastic bags, and should specifically address the actors who are responsible in the production, consumption and waste management stage of plastic packaging which could bring about improvements by changing their behavior and implementing practical actions to do so.


