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Environmental and social sustainability have received high attention from governmental and private organizations in 2019. A condition that affects sustainable development is the actions of companies which use, transform and dispose of natural resources, and that also define the working conditions of their employees. Consequently, it is fundamental to create and maintain profitable businesses under conditions of care for the environment and social conscience. Another widely highlighted area is the contribution of business innovation to problem solving, value creation and economic development.

In recent years researchers have mainly studied the relevance and impact of sustainable enterprises on social and environmental development, however, in the Latin American context, the effect of sustainable activities over the product novelty and originality in production processes has not been analyzed in depth. In other words, does the sustainability conducts more product innovation and process innovation? If so, which sustainability actions are more related to product innovation and process innovation?

Consequently, the objective of this research is to evaluate the link between innovation and sustainability in companies from Latin American, both in organizations older than or less than 36 months. The dataset 2015 of Adult Population Survey (APS) published by Global Entrepreurnership Monitor (GEM) is analyzed, which includes responses from 11 Latin American countries. A correlation analysis is performed also a study of regressions ologit which are valid for studies with ordinal variables. The results prove the existence of a relationship between sustainability and products innovation and process innovation, these findings open new perspectives for strengthening sustainability and innovation as a whole, to contribute to sustainable development and the welfare of citizens in Latin America.
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