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Group Characteristics and Repayment of Youth Livelihood Programme Funds in Mbarara District South-Western Uganda
Onarn Amadou Mwijukye 
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]As at the end of December 16th, 2016, Youth Livelihood Programme (YLP) had disbursed 59,835,511,589/= to fund 8,391 groups and a total of 6,791,317,367/= had been recovered which represents 11% (repayment rate) of the total funds disbursed. In Mbarara District as at January 13th, 2017, YLP had disbursed 557,209,040/= to 56 youth groups and only 66,528,300/= have been repaid by 45 groups (12% repayment rate) which is below the expected rate of 50% (MoGLSD, Youth Livelihood Programme: Revolving Funds Repayments, January 13th, 2017).
Objective
To assess the group characteristics of youth groups that received the YLP funds in Mbarara District; find out their repayment status; determine the group characteristics that significantly influence repayment status of YLP funds in Mbarara District.
Method
A cross sectional, descriptive design was used. Simple random sampling was employed in selecting youth group representatives while technical officials were purposively selected. Data were collected using questionnaires. A two-way contingency table was used to cross tabulate the independent variable (group characteristics) with dependent variable (repayment status of YLP funds). Pearson Chi-square and Fisher’s test were used to test the hypothesis at 0.05 level of significance. 
Findings
Social ties, level of education of group members, marital status, period of existence of the youth group, and frequency of meetings statistically influence repayment status of YLP funds in Mbarara District. While group leadership, group size, group gender composition, age group, involvement of group members in decision making and management of the group, level satisfaction with group leadership do not significantly influence repayment status of YLP funds in Mbarara District.  
Conclusion
The Ministry of Gender Labour and Social Development and project implementers of the YLP should put more emphasis on social ties, level of education, period of exitence of the youth group, marital status, and frequency of meetings to get better repayment results.
Recommendation
The Ministry of Gender Labour and Social Development and other policy makers should introduce a policy to fund youth groups that have existed for more than six months since such groups have overcome start-up challenges and are now established concentrating on productivity as per the results of the symmetric measure of Phi= .581.
Keywords: Group Characteristics, Repayment, Youth Groups, Youth Livelihood Programme Funds

2
