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Strangulation can be a life threatening medical emergency that most often does not result in visible injuries, however can have devastating effects in the child. Emergency room nurses and  providers need to be aware that the child who has been strangled and/or suffocated requires a head to toe evaluation looking for trauma, thorough medical and assault history, medical history review and medical evaluation for potential emergency medical follow up, referral or higher level of care. Secondary abuse or indirect abuse is when a child is a witness to the assault/strangulation, sees or hears the strangulation, attempts to defend mother/victim during assault/strangulation and /or the child is also physically assaulted during parental assault. This presentation will provide emergency room nurses and providers with the tools needed to care for patients who have experienced asphyxiation: a head to toe evaluation looking for trauma, thorough medical and assault history and documentation, medical history review and medical evaluation for potential emergency medical follow up, referral or higher level of care.
Biography

Primary Presenter: Allyson Cordoni, APN, CNP, SANE-A, SANE-P, is a Child Abuse Nurse Practitioner with The University of Illinois College of Medicine, Pediatric Resource Center. Ms. Cordoni has over 17 years of experience in the area of child abuse/neglect as well as adult sexual abuse examining thousands of children and adults. She was a member of the MEDCOM task force responsible for writing/implementing sexual assault policies for the US Army, medical SME to the Pacific SHARP, medical SAFME to the European command while stationed in Wiesbaden Germany, authoring the Shaken Baby bill for the State of Hawaii, presented at numerous International, National and local conferences, authoring several peer reviewed articles, participated in numerous MDT boards, and conducted trainings in the area of sexual assault throughout the world. She is a member of the Texas Advanced Child Abuse Investigation Training Program: Pediatric Strangulation Training Project and The Strangulation Taskforce of Travis County. She is an active speaker across the country and the State of Illinois educating advocates, forensic interviewers, law enforcement, medical and legal persons in identification, treatment, and prevention of strangulation and suffocation.
Secondary Presenter: Rebecca Fears is a Registered Nurse with over thirty years of experience in providing bedside care to victims of violent crimes and their families. She is also a proud United States Army Veteran who served for 26 years both as an Non Commissioned Officer NCO and as an Officer in the Army Nurse Core. As a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner SANE/SAFE/SAMFE she cares for women, men, soldiers and children who need Medical/Forensic care that she is able provide as a member of their Healthcare team. She is a RAINN maker and believes in the need to prevent and eliminate the pandemic of violence that we all currently face. To this end she is also a Lifetime member of IAFN and TAASA.
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