Assessing the Relationship between Socioeconomic factors of bushmeat and Pattern of Consumption in Owo, Ondo State, Nigeria.
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ABSTRACT

There is a major reduction of wildlife species present in two adjacent Protected Areas namely Ifon Game Reserve and Idanre Forest Reserve separated by Owo Local Government Area of Ondo State, Nigeria. There has being increase in the emergence of bushmeat markets and restaurants in Owo LGA which undermine conservation. Ecologists have established that the proximity of people to the protected areas put them at advantage to hunt wildlife for bushmeat to supplement their daily dietary intake and for economic purpose. However, the consumption pattern of bushmeat in Owo Local Government has not been studied. This study assesses the relationship between socioeconomic factors of bushmeat consumers and pattern of consumption in Owo LGA. Multi-staged sampling technique was used to conveniently select a total of 400 bushmeat consumers from four purposively selected restaurants in the study area. Data were collected through a semi-structured questionnaire and analysed using frequency counts, percentages and chi-square. Majority (88.4%) of the respondents were male, (62.8%) were married while (69.9%) were within their active age. (44.2%) and (41.9%) respondents had secondary and tertiary education respectively. Also, (51.2%) earned above ₦50, 000 monthly while majority (69.8%) having an average household number of 2-5 people. Grasscutter (58.1%) and Common duiker (37.2%) are the most commonest and preferred bushmeat in the area. (34.9%) respondents consumed bushmeat weekly, (32.6%) indicated daily consumption while (25.6%) indicated occasional consumption of bushmeat. Almost half (46.5%) of the respondents consumed bushmeat because of its unique taste. There is significant relationship between educational status (p = .000) of bushmeat consumers and their patterns of consumption. It is evident that the high educational staus of respondents triggers the constant demand and the frequent consumption of bushmeat. This study recommends urgent campaign for alternative livelihood to brake the chain of bushmeat markets in the study area. 
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