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ABSTRACT
Over the years, public participation has contributed immensely to the development of project management, sustainability and environmental Governance. The paper aims at presenting public participation as an instrument for project management, sustainability and environmental Governance. The theoretical underpin of this work is Habermas’ communicative planning theory which favors free and equal participation of parties to dialogue as a way to reach consensus. As well, Data was selected from secondary sources to explain the utility of public participation, its neglect by policy makers and the attendant dangers of such neglect to the body polity, one of which is political instability. The study also maintained that participation by stakeholders is the fulcrum of democracy, a denial of which is tantamount to violating human rights.

Based on the foregoing, recommendations were made to the effect that in every community there should be a liaison officer, working in alliance with the community development committees (CDCs) to serve as link between external agencies or government and the community and to co-ordinate development and project management at all level as well as stage; Besides, that planning should be a “button-up” practice rather than a “top-down” practice rather than a “top-down” approach, respecting the views idiosyncrasies and mediocrities of stake holders, who are the ultimate clientele. It is by so doing that public participation in project management, sustain ability and environment Governance will be harnessed.
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