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Abstract
This project will investigate factors associated with poor interpersonal connectedness between people with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and typically developing people with the aim of determining why it is difficult for typically developing people to read those with ASD and what consequences ensue. The approach is within the tradition of experimental psychology and will involve participants (with and without ASD) interpreting video recordings of people (with and without ASD) as they react to a situation. The research will determine what factors are associated with accurate inferences. The research will also investigate the degree to which a person’s readability affects how interpersonally likeable they are to others. The outcome of the research will be new knowledge that will be published in high impact international journals, along with recommendations for families and professionals with the aim of achieving a better developmental pathway for those with ASD.
