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ORTHOGNATHIC SURGERY
DR. CARLOS C. BUENDIA, PHILIPPINES

Orthognathic Surgery also known as Corrective Jaw Surgery is a surgery designed to correct conditions of the jaw and face related to structure, growth, sleep apnea and TMJ disorders, malocclusion problems owing to skeletal disharmonies or other orthodontic problems that cannot be easily treated with braces. It is a precise procedure in correcting a facial deformity. Radiographic examination like panoramic x-ray, cephalometric x-ray, 3D CT-Scan is very essential for diagnostic purposes to arrive in having a correct cephalometric analysis. Also, a thorough interview with the patient is important in order to explain also what are the procedures to do. History taking of the medical status, past dental treatment are also needed in order to come up with the right treatment plan. Oral rehabilitation of the patient such as periodontal, restorative and orthodontics is considered as a pre surgical treatment phase.  Treatment timing in orthodontics is important to the surgeon for him to know if the surgery is favorable already. Appliance therapy may be preferred option also. The surgeon should work hand on hand with the orthodontist. Malocclusion and skeletal abnormalities are common here in the Philippines thus many cases will be discussed. Causes of such deformities are hereditary factors, prenatal problems, systemic conditions, trauma and environmental influences. 
Indications, contraindications, course of treatment, surgical procedures, and different surgical techniques on how to do orthognathic surgery will be discussed. Complications, post-operative care and recovery time will also be presented.   
This lectures aims to provide an overview principles, patient’s evaluation, treatment and management of dentofacial skeletal abnormalities. Orthognathic Surgery is a team approach of an Orthodontist, Anesthesiologist, Internist and Oral Maxillofacial Surgeons for careful planning and to achieve better results.
In conclusion, Orthognathic Surgery is a treatment choice in restoring function and facial esthetics of the patient. 
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