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                                               ABSTRACT.     
 AIM: The study assesses the utilization of dental photographs among dental professionals. It also studied their compliance with standard rules guiding dental photography in clinical dentistry.
METHODOLOGY : A cross-sectional study, using a self-administered  questionnaire was conducted at various dental centers across Lagos state metropolis.The questionnaire consist of two parts,the first part covers questions on knowledge and practice of dental photography while the second part covers questions about compliance with the standard rules  guiding the use of dental photography.  
A total of 62 questionnaires were distributed among the respondents.The respondents were dentists with different years of experience and specialities with an average age of 35years. A statistical data was processed and analysis made using software package for social science (SPSS) version 20.
RESULTS :The study reveal that the knowledge of dental photography was reasonably high among the respondents 89%. While 88.9% of the respondents are aware of the standard rules governing the practice of dental photography, about more than half of them do not observe the rules. A total of 55% of the respondents admitted to seek consent of which only 27.3% were compliant in all cases, whereas majority 69% obtain consent just some times and 3.6% rarely seek consent. It was also observed that in the relationship  between practice of dental photography, respondents that fall within the age range of 26-35 years and those who have less than 5years experience in the practice had a significant value (p=0.058), showing that this particular group may not have been exposed to enough clinical practice towards dental photography. This suggests that demographic factors such as age and years of experience is some how related to the practice of dental photography. 
CONCLUSION : Although the theoretical knowledge of dental photography is impressive in this area, there is deficiency in the observation of standard guidelines and practice of dental photography especially among the young dentist.
RECOMMENDATION: Introduction of courses on Dental photography, in the curriculum of dental student and resident training in dental profession where standard practice of dental photography are impacted will be helpful.
Organization of dental workshops and seminars for young dental professionals on latest update in dental photography should be encouraged not only in Lagos state but Nigeria at large for quality dental service delivery.
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