Abstract
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9][bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]The purpose of this study was to compare the effect of different taper on cleaning efficacy using sterile saline irrigation. 36 human upper lateral incisors roots were enlarged to ISO size 20, inoculated with Enterococcus faecalis [ATCC2912] for 72 hours and divided into three experimental groups(n=12): group I: prepared with Flexmaster .02 taper size 30; group II: Flexmaster .04 taper size 30; group III: Flexmaster .06 taper size 30 and two control groups(n=5):group IVa: with bacterial inoculation and no mechanical instrumentation; and Group IVb: neither bacterial inoculation nor mechanical instrumentation. Cleaning efficacy was evaluated in terms of reduction of colony forming units (CFUs). A T- test showed significant differences between groups. canals with greater taper offer the advantage of better debridement.
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