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Abstract
The study assessed farmer’s perception of the causes, levels and consequences of soil erosion in Ikeduru Local Government Area of Imo State. The objectives that guided the study were the socio-economic characteristics of the respondents and farmer’s perception of the causes, levels and consequences of soil erosion. Simple random sampling technique was used to select 120 farmers. Data were collected with a structured questionnaire. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics such as frequency count, percentage, mean () and standard deviation. Farmers agree that factors such as excessive rain fall, large scale cutting of trees, underlying geology nature of the soil, deforestation among others were the causes of soil erosion in the area of study. About 58.3% of the farmers agree that ditches made by soil erosion in the area is so deep and horrifying and that level of soil erosion is so high which has gone beyond individual control. Farmers also agreed that soil erosion reduces crop yields, general decrease of soil fertility, land degradation, displacement of farm households etc. Farmer’s uses portfolio diversification, soil conservation, changing planting dates, tillage operations, and planting of trees as measures of soil conservation in the area. The study recommends that appropriate financing, training and moral support from government and developed countries is expedient in supporting the farmers to adopt soil conservation measures aimed at controlling soil erosion in the studied area.
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