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Objective: Components of prescriptions are under-mentioned in developing countries. So we conducted this study to evaluate components of prescriptions in Pakistan. Methodology and theoretical orientation: A total of 288 prescriptions from the Multan division were included in this study. Among them 168 were collected government hospitals and 120 were collected from physician in private practice. Components were compared with standard sample of the network for consumer protection in Pakistan. Descriptive statistics was applied by using SPSS version 18.0. Findings: All prescription from government care units were hand written. While from private sector 80% were hand written and 20% were computerized. Among them 59.5%of the government and 79.16% of the private prescriptions were readable. Patient name was mentioned in all the prescription. Age was mentioned in 75%(126) prescriptions, gender in 96.4% (162), weight in 2.9%(5), address in 75%(126), diagnosis in 100% (168), date of issue in 94.0% (158), superscription in 2.4%(4),drug dosage in 62.5%(105), dosage form in 96.4%(162), frequency of medicine in 82.7%(139), subscription in 0%(0), signatura15.5%(26) and sign of prescriber 81.5%(137). Similarly, in private prescriptions age was mentioned in 30% (36), gender in 20% (24), weight in 0%(0), address in 20% (24), diagnosis in 90% (108), date of issue in 100% (120), superscription in 70%(84),drug dosage in 90.8% (109), dosage form in 84.2%(101), frequency of medicine in 80.8% (97), signature in 9.1%(11) and sign of prescriber in 85%(102) prescriptions. Prescriber detail such as name was given in 36, address in 13, qualifications in 25 telephone number in 33 and license number 0 government hospital prescriptions while in private sector prescriptions prescriber detail is a follows name was mentioned in 120, address in 113, qualification in 111, telephone number in 113, and license number in 67.
Conclusions: There is an acute need for training and legislation to make sure the quality of prescription.
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