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Abstract of the management of acute paediatric pain at North Tees University Hospital

Background: 
The Royal College of Emergency Medicine (RCEM) recommends paediatric patients with moderate or severe pain should receive appropriate standard analgesia within 20 minutes of arrival to the emergency department. The RCEM also recommends patients receiving analgesia should have their pain reviewed after 60 minutes. 

This trust-registered audit incorporated 152 patients and was designed to assess compliance of the RCEM standards. 

Aim and Objectives: 
The aim of the audit is to compare if the standards set by the RCEM have been upheld by the emergency department (ED) at North Tees University Hospital (NTUH), concerning management of acute paediatric pain.   

Methods: 
Data was collected retrospectively over a 7-month period from July 2019 to December 2019 to assess if:
· Upon entering A&E, paediatric patients with moderate to severe pain received appropriate standard analgesia within 20 minutes. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Reassessment of the above patients’ pain was undertaken after 60 minute. 

Results:  
The results show that during July – October, 95% of patients received analgesia within 20 minutes. This decreased to 38% from November – January. Pain being reassessed after 60 minutes decreased from 81% in July-August to 44% from September -January.  

Conclusions: 
NTUH documentation of reassessing pain after 60 minutes and giving standard analgesia within 20 minutes on arrival to A&E was not upheld to the standards set by the RCEM1. 
In January 2019 a pain clock was introduced, which greatly improved reassessment of pain after 60 minutes. However, since NTUH moved from handwritten to digital notes, a lapse in documentation has occured. 




