Experiences of student nurses of plotting partogram in labour units of Limpopo province, South Africa
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Abstract
Midwifery education and training prepare student midwives to manage a pregnant woman and her unborn baby. This is achieved by plotting of partogram which is a specialized tool to monitor women during labour and delivery. However, its utilization in the labour units needs to be explored. The purpose of this study was to assess the extent to which midwifery theory is applied to practice by student nurses with regard to the plotting of the partogram during their education and training. Population comprised of all the student nurses registered with the College of Nursing and in their Level 111 and Level 1V of their training. Qualitative research design which was exploratory and descriptive was used. Focus Group discussion, unstructured interview was used to collect data; a voice recorder was used to record conversation and field notes were also written by the researcher. Data was analysed qualitatively in three phases - descriptive, analysis and interpretive. Findings indicate that student nurses were taught different contents on partogram by the college staff and the registered midwives in the labour wards. The researcher recommended that there should be more collaboration between the college and the labour wards staff and that the number of clinical lecturers increased. In conclusion, strategies to improve the integration of midwifery theory to practice on plotting of partogram by student nurses in labour units in Limpopo were recommended.
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