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This is case study of how the United States (US) healthcare and other systems aimed to address child abuse were unable to stop medical abuse (MA, also known as Munchausen Syndrome by Proxy) in a family. The case will first be presented, then a review of how US systems failed to protect this family from MA will be described. In the case study, the perpetrator, T, the mother in the family, did not begin engaging in MA until her parents (with whom she had a pathological relationship) passed away and left her a large inheritance, making her independently wealthy. At that time, she immediately divorced her husband, S, and began MA and other abuse behaviors directed toward S, their son R (who at the time was 9) and their daughter, E, who was aged 7. S and E have more passive personalities, while R and T have more dominant personalities. Over the 10 years after the death of T’s parents, the abuse exacted by T against S has involved many court orders (as part of post-divorce proceedings) to bar S from seeing the medical records of R and E, and being involved in their medical care, to the point of eventual complete estrangement of S from E. R also filed many false reports to US authorities of S abusing R and E when it would have been impossible (e.g., S did not have access to R and E due to T successfully blocking access). Prior to the divorce, R and E had no medical or psychiatric diagnoses, but since the beginning of T’s MA of R and E, both R and E have seen over 100 clinicians each, and been withdrawn from these clinicians by T for various reasons. Both R and E have been placed in and removed from several schools per year– both public and private – by T, and in E’s case, this involved residential schools in multiple states. E is co-opted by T, and reports abuse by S when it would be impossible, and similar pathological lying and delusional behavior associated with MA perpetrators. R, on the other hand, is desperate to escape T’s abuse, which he attests involves physical abuse (slapping, pushing, fighting over objects), emotional abuse (yelling, insulting, threats), and MA (being forced to see clinicians he does not want to see, being assigned false diagnoses, being forced to take high-doses of unnecessary medication that causes side effects or be punished). The US systems failing this family that will be discussed is the healthcare system (with mandatory reporters), the family court system, and the school system.
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