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Abstract

This study examines how climate-change induced scarcity in parts of Nigeria touches off processes that lead to competition and conflicts around livelihood resources. Drought in the Sahel region of Nigeria alters the traditional seasonal southward migration pattern of the herders for better grazing resources and this leads to clashes due to the narrowing of the available livelihood spaces for the farmers and herders. Using Qualitative Document Analysis and Key Informant Interviews, in the case of farmer-herder conflicts in Tivland of Benue state Nigeria, we trace aspects of the conflict’s undercurrents to policy and legal factors or institutional parameters. These institutional parameters are domestic and or external policy/legal regimes like Nigeria’s Land Use laws, Customary land laws, human rights provision of the Nigerian constitution, Benue State laws on livestock control and the sub-regional protocol of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) on transhumance in which actors in the conflicts anchor their conflicting claims and actions. Based on these institutional parameters, actors in Nigeria’s farmer-herder conflicts present contrasting interpretations and claims which happen to be important but unexplored sources of tension in the local agrarian relations. Thus, tensions in terms of conflicts between traditional norms of land ownership and modern political and legal; regulatory capacity of the state related to the implementation of ECOWAS protocol on transhumance and how the state links the management of agrarian conflicts to larger issues of climate-change are important components of the origin and continuity of the farmer-herder conflicts in Benue state, Nigeria.
