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Climate Change has become one of the most polarising issues and wicked problems of our time.  Despite overwhelming evidence and fundamental science, some people still don’t accept that climate change is real and that human activity is contributing to it.
Arek Sinanian started to wonder why seemingly intelligent and educated people choose to reject the well-established climate science.  What are the factors which determine one’s tendency to reject the science of climate change?  Is it the complexity of the problem? Is it the complexity of the solutions?  Is it because the science is not being understood?  Is there a link between climate change scepticism and ideology?  Is there a link between belief in the science and belief in God?
Or is there a combination of cognitive and psychological reasons for the denial?

If the world is to more effectively and more quickly agree on the responses required to avert the impacts of climate change, it is vital for policy makers, leaders and the general public to understand the cognitive barriers just as well as all the other barriers such as economics, technology and social impacts. 

Arek’s recently published book ‘A Climate for Denial’ explores all these questions and presents them in a clear and accessible manner.  The book explores all these questions and issues and come up with some surprising answers and insight.  His presentation at this Congress will focus on the findings of his research that led to the publication of his book.
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As an independent consultant, Mr Sinanian has been an advisor to governments, corporations and has conducted numerous national and international projects involving responses to climate change, sustainability and resource efficiency. 
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