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An Ecosystem Approach to Environment, Governance and People
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Earth’s recovery and mankind’s recovery are addressed simultaneously in space and time, in view of their complementary and mutual support. Instead of segmented public policies, reduced academic formats and mass media headlines, problems are defined and dealt with in view of the general phenomena that originates them. Four dimensions of being in the world (intimate, interactive, social and biophysical) are intertwined, as they intermingle in the generation and transformation of the events..In this sense, communication, advocacy, public policies, research and teaching programmes would: 1) define the problems in the core of the “boiling pot”, instead of reducing them to the bubbles of the surface (particularities, fragmented curricula, partial policies); 2) consider, as donors and recipients, all dimensions being in the world, assessing their deficits and assets, as they combine to elicit the events and organize to change; 3) promote the singularity (proper characteristics) and reciprocity (mutual support) of all dimensions, considering their complementarity and dynamic equilibrium. In the socio-cultural learning niches, heuristic-hermeneutic experiences, unveil costumary forms of being in the world in view of the creation of ecosystem forms integrating all dimensions of being in the world. Analysis includes a thematic (“what is at stake”), an epistemic (“how things are understood”) and a pragmatic (“whom, when, where”) point of view, encompassing contents and subject-object relationships. Institutional capacity, judicial neutrality, informational transparency and social spaces for enlightened participation are enhanced as key factors to change the current paradigms of development, growth, wealth and freedom embedded in the technological, economic, political and education institutions.
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