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Food production in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) is exposed to climate variability and climate change related hazards, giving rise to food insecurity. To manage food production uncertainties, weather index insurance (WII) pilot projects were launched across the sub-continent since the early 2000s. Due to low adoption rates among smallholder farmers, insurance providers began partnering with aggregators such as microfinance providers to foster the demand for and uptake of WII. Despite this, adoption rates remain as low as 3% in SSA compared to other regions in the world. This paper seeks to explore the gap between the expectations, that WII will strengthen food systems in SSA against the backdrop of climate change and the reality that, even for widely subsidised WII schemes, subscription rates among smallholder farmers rarely rise. The findings are part of a postdoctoral study that I am undertaking in the African Climate & Development Initiative Department at the University of Cape Town.
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