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‘Conservation Agriculture’, a Possible Climate Change Adaptation Option in Taita Hills, Kenya
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Climate Change and Variability affects water supply and food security, especially in developing countries where many small-scale farmers rely on rain-fed agriculture for food production and as a main source of livelihood. The extent of the effects of climate change and variability on these small-scale producers largely depends on their level of adaptation, adaptive capacity, exposure and vulnerability. The aim of the study was to evaluate the effectiveness of Conservation Agriculture (CA) as a possible adaptation tool for farmers to climate change and variability in the Taita Hills, Kenya. Experimental field assessments were conducted for two seasons to compare conventional farmer practices and the climate smart technology of CA. Results indicated that CA has great potential in enhancing farmers’ adaptation to climate change as opposed to conventional practices especially in the low-altitude agro-ecological zone that is characterized by low rainfall and high temperatures.
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