Title: Tax Revenue-Neutral Carbon Taxes and the Anti-Tax Motivations for Climate Scepticism: A Case Study of British Columbia 
Name: Matthew James Norris
University of Reading, RG6 6AA, UK
In this oral presentation, I intend to argue for two conclusions: (i) that a major cause of climate change scepticism is concern about climate change policy proposals, particularly tax proposals; and (ii) that a tax revenue-neutral carbon tax, such as has been trialled in British Colombia, is an effective means of combatting climate change while alleviating the aforementioned scepticism. In regards to (i), I will argue that Jean-Daniel Collomb’s assertion that climate change denial is often rooted in an ideological commitment to small government with which many green tax and regulatory reforms are inconsistent is fundamentally correct. I will illustrate this claim with an analysis of the climate change scepticism literature produced by advocates of small government and opinion polls that show less concern with climate change among conservatives and libertarians. In regards to (ii), using British Colombia as a case study, I will argue that the revenue-neutral carbon tax was effective as a means of reducing emissions and, further, that it by-passes the concerns by advocates of small government and laissez faire economics. Moreover, I will argue that it can not only avoid carbon taxes being punitive, but offers an opportunity to reduce certain tax burdens in a way that can incentivise such climate change sceptics to embrace efforts to reduce their carbon emissions. Finally, I argue that we must be sensitive to the political ideologies at play in efforts to combat climate change and seek to bridge the divide to replicate the scientific consensus among the generation population.
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