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China continues on a drive to rapid economic growth that has resulted in accelerating of energy demands. Consequentially, China has become the largest emitter of GHG in the world and largest consumer of the coal, which is the primary source of carbon dioxide. Under such scenario, the Chinese government faced a massive pressure from international climate governance to take action on carbon reduction commitment under the framework of the United Nations Framework on Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). However, the Chinese government began to work towards a path of green development. The 13th Five-Year Plan (2016-2020) discussed green development as one of its major priorities. Construction of hydropower plants and electric vehicles are the major green development projects in China, but they are not free from ecological destruction. For instance, in the process, projects like the construction of Mega Hydropower Plants, production of Electric Vehicles without proper environmental regulation and assessment would mean stripping of natural resources. If we look at the consequences of the Three Gorges Dams project in Tibet, there are reports of flooding in 13 cities, 140 towns and 1,350 villages (DTK 2002; International Rivers 2008). Also, China’s domestic dams plans have not only displaced 23 million people but also significantly affected water availability and environmental quality (International Rivers, 2012).
Against this backdrop, this paper proposes to argue that given the reiterated importance of environment-friendly production and consumption, a unifying and quantifiable target for green practices is essential. The paper will also discuss how China is dependable on water and natural resources of the Tibetan Plateau for its mega hydropower plants and sales of electric and hybrid cars in the global market. It will seek to understand the impact of China’s Green Development Policy with poor sustainable development measures on Tibet’s eco-system. While China may benefit from cheaper electricity supply and increased domestic energy security, the social cost is being borne by the concern local communities, in addition to adverse negative impact and implications on their environment. With this paper, I would examine China’s ‘Green Development’ projects and its benefits and implications on the local community. 
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