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Abstract
Climate change is perhaps the most serious and noticeable environmental challenge facing the whole world today but will have different effects on human livelihood base on different regions. It has been acknowledged that the phenomenon have a negative impact on rural farmers livelihood that is why the study seek to examine small holder crop farmers’ perceptions of climate change and its effects on livelihood in Ehlanzeni district of Mpumalanga province, South Africa. A total number of 351 rural farming household were interviewed. The perceptions of climate change were compared with empirical evidence from climatic trends of the study area, and impacts on rural livelihoods. The result showed that climate data fail to show the evidence perceived by farmers over a long-term period. The study recommend that farmers’ perceptions on climate change should be considered when programmes on agricultural production are planned and implemented.
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