


[image: C:\Users\fusr\Desktop\New personal  folder\lourdes_montevirgen.JPG]


Title: THE PRODUCTION OF EMERGENCY FOOD RESERVE (EFR): COMMUNITY- GOVERNMENT- PRIVATE SECTOR COOPERATION PROGRAM IN CALAMITY- PRONE AREAS (COMMUNITY DISASTER PREPAREDNESS)
Name¨Montevirgen, L. S.
Food Safety Section, Food Processing Division, Industrial Technology Development Institute of the Department of Science and Technology (DOST), Philippines  
Philippines is a disaster-prone country with increasing poverty, population growth, malnutrition, and food shortages that can be aggravated by extreme weather events. Consequently, there is an urgent need to ensure food security and mitigate impact of emergencies. A community-centered production of Emergency Food Reserve (EFR), employing S&T based interventions in improving socio-economic conditions in disaster-prone areas under a framework of multi-sectoral cooperation, was established. This can reduce dependence on limited national stocks and foreign aid, and even generate livelihood opportunities. Furthermore, using indigenous materials will help in economic growth, uplift lives of farmers and people, and reduce vulnerability of insecure households. Food assistance will also be timelier. This can reduce wheat imports, stimulate production of local crops, and help reduce soil erosion. Hopefully, this will become a fully developed agro-industry. We have established, and are continually establishing the program and constructing GMP-compliant facilities throughout the country and will continue to develop industrial products from EFR to open more business opportunities for partner communities. With EFR in place even before the emergency, chances of survival are increased. EFR is pre-cooked plant base flour that is neutral in taste and used in various preparations to add balance and variety to food assistance and nutrition feeding. Since it is non-meat, EFR is readily acceptable to all faith. Some rescue groups are already including EFR products for “GO” bags. The program can be used as strategic platform for an integrated approach to food security and nutrition, poverty and income generation, increasing farm productivity and economic development for emergency and non-emergency situations.
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