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Abstract
According to Robert Zoellick, the Word Bank Group president at the United Nations Climate Change Conference held in Bali, Indonesia in December 2007 “climate change is a development, economic and investment challenge”. It offers an opportunity for economic and social transformation that can lead to an inclusive and sustainable globalization. The study used local community perception to assess the impact of social activities and livelihoods of households on climate change in Lagos State. The descriptive research design was employed which enabled 608 questionnaire copies to be systematically administered. Data obtained from the administered questionnaire was analysed using simple percentages, tables, Pearson’s correlation and multiple regression analysis. Results obtained showed a good percentage (68.4%) of the respondents had knowledge of climate change with radio and television as the prominent sources of climate change information dissemination. The study revealed that a larger percentage of the respondents had knowledge of climate change to include decreased rainfall (71.1%), increased temperature (85.3%) and decreased fishing activities (72.9%). The study showed that a greater percentage of the respondents opined that climate change had exacerbated crimes (78.6%), increased land competition for food crop cultivation (79.0%), increased family member migration (82.0%) and decreased interaction (71.5%). Result of multiple regression analysis showed that households’ perception of climate change was significantly influenced by years of residence, education, age, occupation and monthly income (F = 68.386, p<0.01). Pearson’s correlation result revealed that climate change had positive and significant association with increase in crimes (r =0.609, p<0.01), forced migration (r =0.681, p<0.01) and land competition (r =0.783, p<0.01). Government is encouraged by the findings to be proactive in its fight against climate change and invest in infrastructure to reduce the social threats of climate change.
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