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Abstract
Background: Rheumatic heart disease (RHD) continued being the commonest cause of acquired heart disease in children of Africa and Ethiopia. Though there exist an established preventable cause, the practice of prevention is yet unsatisfactory as evidenced by rampant cases with significant morbidity and mortality. Currently, the practice of primary prevention of rheumatic heart disease is gaining more attention as this deadly disease showed no significant reduction with the previously emphasized secondary prevention especially to those setups where there are rudimentary level curative cardiac surgical services; underscoring the importance of instituting the most effective and integrated prevention strategy. The fact that health extension workers (HEWs) are the frontline health professionals in Ethiopian context, especially in the preventive aspect of health, assessing the knowledge and practice of them regarding the deadly disease of rheumatic disease in children is crucial to fill the gap if any is available.
Methodology: First, up-to-date recommendations on prevention of rheumatic heart disease were searched, and surveillance on the knowledge & practice of frontline health professionals on rheumatic heart disease prevention among 40 health extension workers of Farta woreda, South Gondar, Ethiopia (project site) was done. Two kebeles of Farta woreda were selected using random sampling method for initiation of health education for parents by the trained HEWs together with the project runners. 
Result: Majority 31 (77.5%) of the HEWs didn’t knew whether a causal relationship between acute bacterial tonsilo-pharyngitis and acute rheumatic fever (ARF) & RHD exists; nearly all of HEWs didn’t know primary, secondary and tertiary level of RHD prevention ways and have never been trained for. Training was given for 40 HEWs for two days. In addition, this project gave health education to parents living in 2 selected kebeles of Farta woreda jointly by the project runners & the HEWs trained by this project. The positive feedback loop of this project just started and yet to continue & scaled up to bring tangible reduction of RHD in Ethiopia.
Conclusion: The policy makers should give priority to the deadly rheumatic heart disease by making use of this exemplary project to scale up to a country level and integrating it to the existing other preventable diseases programme without adding a significant  extra cost to the health sector. 
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