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Cost component Total cost ($bn) Per person ($) Proportion of total (%)
Health system 12.23 3,771 8.8
Reduced employment 36.18 11,161 26.0
Absenteeism 3.47 979 2.3
Presenteeism 8.99 2,773 6.5
Informal care 4.51 1,390 3.2
Aids and modifications 0.57 176 0.4
Deadweight losses 7.58 2,338 5.4
Total financial costs 73.22 22,588 52.6
Loss of wellbeing (non-financial) 66.10 20,391 47.4
Total costs 139.33 42,979 100.0

Source: Deloitte Access Economics analysis.
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Opioid epidemics is a public health issue in several high income developed countries. In the United States alone, the cause of the death of 115 patients everyday is related to opioids. It seems that the current approved medications to treat opioid addiction are not effective in all patients and we need to look for alternatives.
There is emerging evidence that cannabis-based medications (CBMs) can play an important role to reduce the consumption of opioids. However, there is a need for more clinical research to prove the efficacy of CBMs for pain management. One of the challenges for researchers is convincing policy makers to allocate more resource to clinical studies in the field of medical cannabis. However, it is not an easy task considering the historical stigma around cannabis and tense political discussion about the use of cannabis.
Objective: The main objective of this presentation is to translate the scarce available clinical data about medical cannabis into more tangible information for policy makers (cost saving, impact of absenteeism, productivity loss) in order to convince them to allocate more resources toward research on CBMs. It can also give a new perspective to clinicians who are interested in commercializing their research results because unmet clinical needs will be addressed in the presentation. Methodology: the data on cost-effectiveness and societal impact of prescription opioids and opioid substitution treatments will be added to data about the efficacy of CBMs in controlling chronic pain to build a case for more resource allocation.  
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