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The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) guidelines for cervical screening in the UK recommend that Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) positive women between the ages of 25 and 65 should receive annual cervical cytology screening, due to their increased risk of developing invasive cervical cancer, secondary to prolonged HPV infection alongside immunosuppression. This quality improvement report analyses the proportion of HIV-positive women at Wellfield Medical Practice, a General Practice in North Manchester, a high-HIV-prevalent area, receiving annual cervical screening. Of the cohort of 18 HIV-positive females at the practice, 44% received a cervical screen in the last 14 months, and only 28% received consecutive screens less than 14 months apart meaning that well over half of the HIV-positive women at the practice are not receiving cervical screening consistent with guidelines. This puts these women at greater risk of developing advanced invasive cervical cancer as they are not being monitored as regularly for malignancy as they should be, so the cancer is less likely to be diagnosed in its early stages, than if they were receiving annual screening. Recommendations from the results of this audit are to implement an alert protocol reminding practitioners to book overdue women for their screening test, and setting up yearly recall letters prompting patients to book for a repeat test. To advance this study, it would be interesting to corroborate this data with that from other UK General Practices in order to determine if it would be of benefit to implement this tool nationwide so as to further reduce cervical cancer rates.
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