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Factors Influencing Cervical Cancer Screening Among Women in Banke District, Nepal: Background: Cervical cancer is the most common cancer affecting females. Despite being preventable by regular screening, many women lose their life due to cervical cancer in developing countries. Existing evidence shows that very less proportion of women undergo regular cervical cancer screening in Nepal. 
Objective: The main aim of this study was to determine the factors that influence cervical cancer screening among women in Banke district.
Methods: A community-based cross-sectional study was carried out among 600 females aged 21 – 65 years. Data were collected using semi-structured questionnaire through face to face interview. Binary logistic regression model was used for multivariate analysis to determine the strongest predictors for screening.

Results: Only 14.6% of the respondents had done screening ever in their lifetime. Also 51.4% had poor knowledge of cervical cancer. Major barriers for screening were lack of problems, knowledge about screening and place of screening while major facilitators were cited as doctor’s advice, sense of care towards own health, having symptoms of cancer. In binary logistic regression, age (OR:1.1, p<0.001), education (OR:3.52, p=0.003), income (OR:1, p=0.009) and use of IUD (OR:8.45, p=0.023) were found to be the significant predictors.

Conclusion: In this study, none of the respondents had good knowledge about cervical cancer and educational status was found to be one of the significant predictors. This implies the need to educate women about cervical cancer along with their susceptibility to the disease. Strategies like opportunistic screening can be used to increase the screening rate.
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