



The Dueling Neurosurgeons

Siamese brains. Viruses that eat patients’ memories. Blind people who “see” through their tongues. Stroke victims who can’t speak but can still sing. Until very recently, scientists had only one way to study the brain: wait for misfortune to strike and see how people’s minds were transformed afterward. These people’s lives laid the foundations of modern neuroscience, and their fascinating and dramatic stories expand our notions of what the brain is capable of — showing that when one part of the mind shuts down, something new and unpredictable and sometimes even beautiful roars to life. All these stories and more come alive in this talk by world-renowned and bestselling author Sam Kean. 
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