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Abstract:
India like Europe still depends heavily on fossil fuels. Unlike some parts of Europe where certain Biofuels derived from food crops are being produced , India has a policy to use only the non food and non fodder agricultural residue for biomass production. Large scale burning of agricultural residues in fields has added new environmental pollution challenge to the situation. 
India being signatory to the Paris agreement is committed to reduce its carbon foot prints. Government of India has announced several policy initiatives to promote biomass based Biofuels. The idea of bio-economy is catching up fast in India. Several large scale cellulosic ethanol plants are planned and a very large research base has been established in India. 
This paper will update on key priorities of Indian policies in the area of biomass based Biofuels and brief about the current status of biomass availability and utilization

About the author 
Dr D K Tuli worked in the area of alternative energy focusing on bioenergy and was heading this activity in Indian Oil Corporation, India’s largest commercial enterprise for two decades. From 2012-17 , he established and headed Advanced Bio-energy research centre.
Presently, Dr Tuli is holding Bio-energy Chair established by Department of Biotechnology, Government of India. He has 85 research papers and 14 US patents to his credit .
He is adjunct Professor at UWA and at Deakin University, Australia
