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  Abstract 
Statement of the Problem: Local people are major stakeholders in biodiversity management in every country. Their consent, approval and support are requirements for the successful implementation of all strategies in biodiversity projects. Many conservation projects practically do not involve local people and their concerns are often ignored. Their absence renders good biodiversity conservation projects powerless and as just paper documentations. The purpose of this study was to highlight the best approaches that would assist in ensuring the active participation and support of local people who mostly live in the forest fringed communities. Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: The Advanced Organizer technique for the general organization of the review. The researchers have utilized various headings and sub-headings to make it easy to identify each of the areas of the review while using transitional paragraphs to serve as leads for the readers into new trends or diversions in the line of thought. The review has been evaluated, organized and synthesized. Theories on community participation in developmental issues guided the review. Findings: The provision of alternative sources of livelihood, the provision of Social Responsibility Amenities (SRAs), paying of royalties, recognition and utilization of their traditional knowledge systems, the creation of employment avenues via the establishment of ecotourism sites and development of small scale enterprises from the non-timber forest products (NTFPs) were seen as proactive measures in ensuring the active participation of local people in biodiversity conservation projects. Recommendations are made for the use of best community participatory approaches in bringing on board local people in biodiversity conservation projects by conservation agencies and ministries.
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