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Riparian zones restoration is becoming a priority in many countries in the world because of increasing the awareness of environmental degradation such as land use modifications and global changes. This study was conducted to assess the riparian zones quality of Zat Basin of Morocco using the QBR index to better understand and make management and monitoring suggestions for conservation. For this purpose, the QBR index was evaluated in six sampling stations distributed along the Zat River and its tributaries from the period 2018-2019. It is based on the analysis of four components, namely the total vegetation cover, the structure of the vegetation cover, the quality of the latter, and the degree of naturalness of the canal.
For instance, our results indicate that 35.7% of the banks in the riparian zone are of very poor quality, 28.6% of average quality, 21.4% of good quality, and 14.3% of poor quality. The absence of the quality class close to a natural habitat was noted, reflecting a significant anthropization of the riparian environment. The finding demonstrates that the low QBR score obtained by some sampling stations especially downstream is the result of multiple anthropogenic interventions in riparian ecosystems, including forest plantations, land use for agriculture, road infrastructures, and the abundance of invasive species, such as Nicotiana glauca L.; Fraxinus angustifolia L.; Ricinus communis L. and Dittrichia viscosa L. 
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