Trichoptera (Caddisflies) distribution, diversity, and abundance in the lowlands of  Lower Phuket Mountain range, Surat Thani province, southern Thailand.
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Abstract
Khao Sok, Khlong Phanom, Kaengkrung National Parks, and Khlong Saeng Wildlife Sanctuary are among the protected areas in Surat Thani Province, southern Thailand. They are located at the western part of Surat Thani city. This is part of the lowlands of the lower Phuket Mountain range, an extension of the Tenasserim hills of the Indo-Malayan Mountain system. The mountain types are limestone in nature and mostly covered with dense moist tropical forest species. To investigate occurrence, distribution, and abundance of Caddisflies in this area, a survey was carried out along Phum Duang tributaries of Khlong Sok, Khlong Phanom, Khlong Saeng and Khlong Yan tributaries. Phum Duang is the main tributary of the Tapi river and drains  most of the west lowlands of the Tapi watershed. These tributaries converged to form Phum Duang before joining the Tapi river which finally emptied into the Thai Gulf. The study was conducted from March-December 2019. Samples were collected once in the dry season and twice during the rainy season, giving a total of three collections during the research. The results revealed that a total of eighteen (18) families, fifty-one (51) genera, one hundred and ninety three (193) species were caught and identified.  Families Leptoceridae, Hydropsychidae, Philopotamidae and Ecnomidae appeared to be most abundant and constitute more than sixty percent (60%) of the total population of the insects sampled. 
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