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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The research was conducted in Gedeo zone, Southern Ethiopia to explore indigenous ways of tree biodiversity management and conservation in traditional protected areas and sacred places. The purpose of the study was to assess the environmental friendly indigenous practices and human-nature nexus in natural resource use regimes. A qualitative research approaches was employed. The study used FDG, semi-structured interview, participatory observation, and informal discussion with proposed informants. Local elders, traditional leaders, rainmakers, women leaders, traditional healers and dev’t agents were participated in this study. The informants were purposively chosen from three kebeles based on their sex, age, position in traditional institutions and their length of stay in study area. The research result is evident that, there were innumerable spiritual and cultural attachment between human deeds and tree biodiversity. The local community set aside sacred grove, totemic trees and songo shrine places for spiritual and cultural purposes. In sacred places or forest patches people refrain from cutting down trees, grazing, molesting wildlife and collecting fuelwoods for home or economic purposes. The species inventory shows that traditionally protected areas have high species diversity than farming habitats and it could be resilient for climate change mitigation. In this study, one amba sacred grove (patch), 35 totemic Songo trees and 35 Sacred Songo places were identified. In sacred amba forest, 40 undisturbed tree species, 19 bird species, 12 animmal species and 20 traditional medicinal plants were recorded. This sacred amba forest was home for endangered tree species, due to its dedication for spiritual and cultural purposes. It is respectful place to pray God when unexpected calamities (disaster) were happen such as disease outbreak, pest-epidemic, war, drought and other social impending. The cutting trees, damaging forests, killing animal that make refuges and human encroachment to respectful forest and sacred sites were committed as taboos. All members of communities should force to adhering the taboos to protect his/her families from impending calamities such as misfortune, death, loss of children, drought, land bareness, and pest-epidemics. Thus, all members of communities are responsible to protect forest and its biodiversity resources. In contrast, religious monotheism, social value change, lack of proper documentation of indigenous knowledge practices and population pressure were main challenge and threats for indigenous way of natural resource conservation in the study area.
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