Abstract
Ethyl acetate extract of the stalk of Gunnera perpensa has been investigated for bioactive secondary metabolites using standard protocols. Repeated silica gel column chromatography of the crude extract gave 3-β-hydroxyolean-12-en-27-oic acid (1) (β-peltoboykinolic acid), 3-β-hydroxyurs-12-en-27-oic acid (2) (α-peltoboykinolic acid), 3-α-hydroxyolean-12-en-27-oic acid (3), and 3α-3, 19-dihydroxyurs-12-en-28-oic acid (4) (pomolic acid) as major compounds. Their structures were elucidated by 1H and 13C NMR spectroscopic methods and confirmed by comparing their spectral data with those reported in the literature. Disc diffusion and bioautography assays were used to investigate the antimicrobial properties of the compounds. Their anti-microbial activity showed negative results. This is the first report on the isolation of these pentacyclic triterpenes from G. perpensa stalk.
Key words: Gunnera perpensa, Stalk, Triterpenes, Antimicrobial.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
