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The microbiome is now an independently recognized risk factor of obesity. Since the launch of the human microbiome projected in 2008, it has been discovered that the genera, quantity and metabolomic activity of these gut bacteria have health effects. This review of the literature will include; 1) how the microbiome is developed in childhood and its transmission, 2) how the microbiome affects obesity development through mechanisms of systemic inflammation, adiposity, and energy harvest and 3) the effect of bariatric surgery on the microbiome. 
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