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Title: Inclusion Time, It’s Critical: Strategies for Academic and Social Success for all Levels of ASD.

                                            Name: Shannon Urquhart
                     Silver Sage Autism Consulting, Reno, Nv. USA

Description:
 This session will examine typical school schedules and discuss the plethora of inclusionary opportunities available to students with ASD of various functioning levels. The planning process and necessary steps to take to ensure success will be discussed. Areas of IEP’s that address inclusionary time, and possible language will be presented. 
Learning Objective(s):
· Attendees will be able to identify opportunities for inclusion available to students with ASD with a variety of functioning levels. 
· Attendees will discuss areas of the IEP where inclusion can be addressed.
· Participants will examine crucial steps and needed information for successful participation for students with ASD.
Content Plan
The importance of inclusion for school-aged people with ASD cannot be overstated! People are an adult in the social world longer than they are a student. Preparation for the outside world is imperative and we need to get better transitioning. Applied Behavior Analysis and Positive Behavior Support is the foundation from which I work. We will look at creative scheduling techniques for maximum appropriate inclusion. Such an eclectic schedule can be accomplished with teamwork and collaboration with others. Strategies and examples of forward and backward chaining, task analysis, environment exposure, sensory regulation, social stories, and video modeling will be presented. Staff and student safety “outside” the classroom will be addressed. Discussion of opportunities for peer exemplars is all around with the proper proactive “training” and procedures. Data driven planning with the social and academic team members is crucial for success. 

Biography

Ms. Urquhart is currently enrolled in a PhD program at University of Northern Colorado. She is the coordinator of Autism programming for Washoe County School District, which is at an enrollment of 64,000 students. Shannon works closely with parents, teachers, administrators and community providing successful social and academic programming for students with ASD. She provides professional development for administrators, teachers and service personnel. She is a consultant for rural school districts in the state of Nevada assisting districts with training, observations, and programming audits for greater student achievement. Shannon began teaching in 2002 and has specialized in Autism Spectrum Disorders. She has presented nationally for the Autism Society of America and internationally for Applied Behavior Analysis International.  Working with publishers for releasing a book has been exciting for her.  	
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