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Aim: This study seeks to investigate, evaluate and draw comparisons between odontology and medical faculty students (OF and MF) of the Lithuanian University of Health Sciences (LUHS), in terms of their knowledge, attitudes and exposure to the risk factors of Toxoplasma Gondii (T. gondii) infection. 
Objectives: To this end, the main objectives of the study have been enumerated as follows;
1. To compare MF and OF student’s knowledge about zoonotic risk as well as the infectious pathways of T. gondii parasite.
2. To test if self-estimation about the knowledge of possible T. gondii infection pathways relates with the actual knowledge of the MF and OF students.
3. To determine the total number of cat-owners among the students and evaluate attitudes towards relevant aspects of cat ownership.
4. To compare the student’s attitudes regarding personal hygiene measures.
Participants: Students of LUHS from both MF and OF.
Material and methods: the investigation was by design, a cross-sectional survey within which students were required to honestly, individually and anonymously answer a variety of topic-specific questions. In order to achieve this, a suitable questionnaire was formulated and disseminated to the target population.

Results: 414 viable responses were analysed meticulously and indicated that 59.7% of the sample population were cat-owners, of which the majority were MF students (77.3%). Cat-handling behaviour was moderately risky across both groups, in comparison to attitudes towards hand hygiene and general T. gondii prophylaxis. The results also indicate that OF students were marginally more pro-active than MF students with regards to these prophylactic measures. In terms of knowledge, OF students outperformed MF students scoring an average of 8.7 compared to MF’s 8.0. However, OF students predominantly underestimated their performance while MF students, on average, accurately estimated their performance. 
Conclusion: it can be inferred from this investigation, that even a well-educated demographic, instructed with T. gondii specific knowledge, can overlook the important details of infection and consequently expose themselves to risk factors of disease. Though there is indeed room for improvement, quite generally attitudes towards prophylaxis are prudent, knowledge is above average and self-estimation is almost accurate. 
Recommendations: knowledge of toxoplasmosis and other zoonotic infections should be reinforced through workshops and/or conferences; public institutions should develop and increase funding for improving pathogen control; further research of T. gondii is necessary to bridge current gaps in knowledge and it should be effectively conveyed to all members of the public sphere.
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