Brief CV of Dr. Harbhajan Singh (Dr. H.B.SINGH)

After completing Post Graduation in Botany from Meerut University in 1975, I worked on Aerobiology of Modinagar, U,P., from July 1975 to August 1976. Results of our work were published in New Phytologist (1979) and Advances in Pollen & Spore Research (1980). 
Subsequently, I joined the Botany Division, Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI), Lucknow, where I got an opportunity to explore the medicinal plants of India for the development of drugs from plants to fulfill the mandate of CDRI. During the period of my stay at CDRI, I undertook extensive Botanical explorations of the forests of India and specimens of several medicinal plants were collected and identified. Besides, I took interest in the study of ethno-botany of several tribal people of the forests and gathered firsthand information on medicinal uses of plants. Such plants were scientifically assessed by a team of Scientists at CDRI, Lucknow and the results were published in Scientific Journals.
Thereafter, I joined CSIR-National Institute of Science Communication & Information Resources NISCAIR, (earlier known as Publications & Information Directorate, PID), and took initiatives and developed Research and Specimen  Cell (subsequently known as Raw Materials Herbarium & Museum Delhi, RHMD), by collecting authentic samples of economically important raw materials of plant, animal and mineral origin of India from the organizations like Botanical Survey of India, Zoological Survey of India, Geological Survey of India, several CSIR Laboratories  and number of University Departments  to cater to the needs of scientists, researchers, entrepreneurs, industrialists, traders, students and the public. Later, Raw Materials Herbarium & Museum got recognized internationally by INDEX HERBARIORUM, constituent establishment of the International Association of Plant Taxonomy (IAPT), New York, USA., and the acronym RHMD was bestowed. 
The major activity of the RHMD was to provide services in authentication and identification of plant based crude drug samples with the help of Pharmacognostical  methods. 
As I took an International Diploma in Herbarium Techniques from Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, London, U.K., a short term training programme in Herbarium Techniques was started annually to the students, teachers, scientists etc. of India and SAARC Countries.  
I got a Ph.D. Degree from Meerut University, Meerut, U.P.. Further  an Honorary Degree of D.Sc. has been conferred to me by the International Open University, Colombo, Sri-Lanka in 1997 for alternative medicines. I am a life member of the professional societies like   Indian Association for Angiosperm Taxonomy (IAAT), and Society of Ethno-botanists.  
I have been invited by various organizations to deliver lecture. I have evaluated nine Ph.D theses from various universities and conducted their viva voce for the award of Ph.D. Degree. 
I have been honored to be the member of various national committees of diverse nature, for instance:  
(a).Member Governing Body  of Central Council for Research in Ayurvedic Sciences ,(CCRAS), Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India.
(b) Member Scientific Advisory Board of CCRAS, Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India.
(c) Editorial Board Member, and Peer Reviewer of the Journal of Drug Research in Avurvedic Sciences (JDRAS), published from CCRAS, Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India.
 (d) Member of the committee to establishment of National and Regional Raw Drug Repositories, constituted by the National Medicinal Plant Board, Ministry of AYUSH, Govt. of India.
I have been actively working on various aspects of medicinal plants, especially on identification and authentication of medicinal plants rawmaterials by Pharmacognostical methods, and have published over fifty research papers in National and International Journals, and five books are to my credit. 
After superannuation from CSIR-NISCAIR on 31 January 2013 from the post of Chief Scientist, I am with the AIMIL Pharmaceuticals India Ltd. New Delhi, as a Chief Scientist Herbology. Here I am working with R & D Division and actively engage in research for drug development.   
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