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____________________________________ABSTRACT
Objective: Drug rash with eosinophilia and systemic symptoms (DRESS) syndrome is a potentially fatal hypersensitivity reaction associated with a variety of drugs, mainly aromatic anticonvulsants like carbamazepine, phenytoin, which is characterized by systemic symptoms like fever, and erythematous lesions.   In this report, we describe a case of a patient newly diagnosed with seizure disorder who was noted to have exfoliative dermatitis-like skin lesions associated with fever, body malaise and productive cough. Methods: We present a recent case with exfoliative dermatitis-like skin lesions and review of studies identifying DRESS cases mimicking TEN and other serious systemic disorders secondary to use of drugs like carbamazepine, accessed via PubMed. The keywords used in the search were: DRESS, carbamazepine, drug-induced reaction. Results: A 20-year-old male presented with dry, pruritic, exfoliative rash associated with weakness, productive cough and difficulty of breathing. Skin lesions started on bilateral lower extremities. There is an estimated incidence of 0.4 cases per 1000,000 with a mortality of 10-30%. Conclusion: DRESS is an uncommon clinical entity that requires a high index of suspicion due to the fact that symptoms can mimic with those of other adverse cutaneous reactions to drugs. Not all that presents with rash is rash, sometimes they are manifestation of a more fatal syndrome.  Without early diagnosis and appropriate treatment, mortality increases. 
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